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Å For nearly half a century, native and modified starches have seen sustained growth in both food and non-food. Food use of 

starch is a complex scenario, considering the number of options that food manufacturers have now been provided by starch 

suppliers. Native starches are a plain vanilla structural element of food matrices, with modified starches having specific 

functionalities. In the USA hydroxypropyl waxy starch (etherified) is more popular whereas acetylated waxy starch 

(esterified) is more popular in Europe. This leads to some visible price differences between the two main regions. In 

addition, the current trend of reducing E numbers has led to the demand for "natural" and "clean label" starches, of the type 

represented by the Novation range from Ingredion, for example. Many starch manufacturers have seized this trend. India has 

liberalized the use of modified starches to GMP, where it was earlier restricted to less than 0.5% dosage. The pivot of global 

production and demand has remained with China. Structural overcapacity in China, combined with a slight cooling of 

demand has caused problems for producers, but for users it is a different story. 

Å For users, this is an interesting period, as prices have remained on decade-long lows. Despite rapidly increasing demand in 

emerging countries, prices have remained stable. Processors of starch have responded by increasing production of technical 

starches, both physically and chemically modified for specialty applications.  

Å Thailand is a traditional tapioca powerhouse, Europe with potato, and China and the USA with maize are competing for 

ever increasing compartmentalized applications.   

Å Giract has been tracking this market for several decades and has revisited the demand for starch and derivatives after a gap 

of nearly 6 years since its last study in 2011. In the interim, the most recent starch supply study was published in 2015. 

Introduction 
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The overall objective is to provide a global picture of demand for native and modified starches in food applications. This can 

be broken down into the following sub-objectives: 

Native starches (various sources), 
Esterified  and etherified starches 

(cross-bonded or not), Other modified 
starches (thinned/ enzymatically  

modified, dextrinised , pregelatinized , 
spray dried)  

Estimate current demand for native and selected modified starches 
across food sectors and by key country/region; Describe the 
structure of the key end-product sectors in each key country/region 

Understand demand dynamics in specific sectors/regions 
through discussions with major players in both supply and 
demand; identify native and modified starch production by key 
producer/country 

Estimate availability by country taking into account production 
and trade patterns; Estimate global patterns in the demand for 
native and modified starches in food applications based on in-
depth research across major countries/regions 

Provide forecasts for native and selected modified starches by key 
sectors/regions 

Objectives of this study 
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This 2018 study will focus on Americas, Europe, China, India, ASEAN, Middle -East (Saudi Arabia, UAE), RoW (overview)  

STUDY HIGHLIGHT 

Programme  
 

Following  an initial  review  of 

Giractõs extensive  in-house data, 

interviews  with  selected key 

players (producers,  end-users, 

industry  experts  and 

authorities)  have been carried  

out  in order  to  derive  real  

understanding  of the  latest  

changes in market  forces. 

SCOPE WHAT DO YOU GET? 

Products  

Geographical  

Markets/ 

End-Sectors  

Publication  

Published 

in  

August 2018  

Timescale 

2017-2022 

(Forecast for  
5 years) 

1. Electronic copy of 
the report 

2. One printed copy of 
the report 

Å Native  starches (various  

sources) 

Å Esterified  and etherified  

starches (cross-bonded  or  not)  

ÅOther  modified  starches 

(thinned/ enzymatically  

modified,  dextrinised , 

pregelatinized , spray dried)  

ÅGlobal ð USA, Brazil, EU28, 

Turkey, China, India, ASEAN, S. 

Arabia, UAE and RoW 

Å Bakery, Dairy 

Å Processed meat 

Å Soups & Noodles 

Å Snacks 

Å Confectionery 

Å Ready 

meals/RTE/RTC 

ÅOther food 

A proposed overview of the study 
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Table of Contents and sample pages of 2018 study 
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